HHB Introduces Circle 5 Studio Monitors 

Following the great success of their digital audio recorders and Advanced Media Products, professional audio specialists HHB have introduced a range of high performance studio monitors . Available in both active and passive versions, the HHB Circle 5 delivers exceptional levels of accuracy and detail from a compact, competitively priced studio monitor, ideal for use in a wide variety of stereo and surround sound monitoring applications.

Unusually low colouration is achieved by a 200mm (8") bass driver which employs an advanced, synthetic polymer cone, injected moulded in HHB's trademark purple. Following a $250,000 extensive research and development program into cone design, the cone thickness is varied across its diameter, reducing resonances which, in turn, results in less distortion in the lower frequencies. The cone is mated to an aluminium voice coil which operates in a field-cancelling magnet, enabling the Circle 5 to be used in close proximity to computer and video monitors, while fluid-cooled soft-dome tweeters are individually tested and matched to ensure consistency of response.

The active Circle 5 is powered by a 2 channel amplifier pack delivering 120 watts program to the bass driver and 60 watts program to the tweeter. The 'Push Pull' design ensures tight control over low frequencies, with an extra large torroidal transformer delivering a low hum field and excellent headroom. Unlike other active monitors, only long-life capacitors are used as these retain their full capacity over many years of use, while low Q point Sallen and Key filters are used to eliminate ringing in the all-critical mid-band, resulting in a monitor that's particularly easy to listen to over long periods.

Both the active and passive versions of the Circle 5 feature a solid-state polyswitch to protect the tweeter from excessive input. Unlike other protection circuits which limit power to the HF unit, affecting the overall balance of the sound in a way that may not be immediately obvious to the listener, the polyswitch in the Circle 5 cuts all power to the tweeter and illuminates a red warning LED on the tweeter.

Commenting on the launch of the new HHB monitors, Sales Director Steve Angel said: "Despite the availability of a large number of products already on the market, many of our customers have expressed the need for an accurate, compact monitor at a price they can afford, and from a company that understands their needs. In the Circle 5, we feel confident that we have met this need."

Release Date: 11th September 1998 

