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HHB FLASHMIC SAVES THE SHOOT OUT
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Photo cap:  Director Scott Evans and assistant director Jana Zinser  prepare to record "room tone" and sound effects at the first location - the  Boulder Farmers' Market
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COLORADO, US: Writer and director Scott Evans packed his HHB FlashMic  when heading for The Shoot Out Boulder 24-Hour Filmmaking Festival, which  pits participants against the clock to create a film, from story  conception to final Foley, within 24 hours. Evans knew the FlashMic DRM85, which  combines
the pristine sound quality of a Sennheiser omni-directional condenser capsule with 1GB of self-contained flash memory and the ability to  easily record more than 18 hours of audio, would dramatically simplify his workflow. He didn't know it would save the shoot!

The rules of the game state the final product must be less than seven minutes long and contain five of 11 required items, such as Boulder landmarks or thematic concepts. While sound can be edited and dubbed, no video editing is allowed. Evans' group spent their first evening scouting locations and creating their story. After a few hours of sleep they began their shoot, which had two required exterior locations in Boulder and
several interiors and exteriors 40 miles away.

The FlashMic merged with the ensuing mania, recording sound files with a single button-push that were instantly accessible on Evans' computer. Each recording came in as a discrete sound file with its own timestamp. "Filmmaking is all about workflow. Don't underestimate the importance of this," he says. "FlashMic gave us digital audio clips that we could use directly. No cutting, segregating, or trimming was required. I just dropped each sound file into the timeline and that was it."

Evans¹ film, "Wet Paint," is a dance movie about a divorcing couple forced to spend time together because of a mishap in painting a basement floor. Part of the self-assigned challenge for Evans' team was to deliver an unusually high-quality soundtrack. They set their movie to an original recording by Denver swing orchestra Gypsy Swing Revue, setting a high benchmark for Foley and dialogue. Although he had the option to use  longer running MPEG files, Evans chose to use the FlashMic to record industry-standard 48kHz/16-bit audio files. Combined with the  transparency of its Sennheiser omni-directional microphone capsule, the final sound for the project was honest and beautiful.

With the video in the can, having taken three hours longer than  expected, there was barely an hour left to trim the music tracks and add Foley.  ³The music editing took longer than we expected,² says Evans. ³Since we  recorded the Foley with the FlashMic, it dropped right in and was one of the  few things that actually took less time than we planned. Unfortunately,  we had put off recording two cell phone rings that were critical to the  story, which didn't make sense without them. So I gave the FlashMic and the  cell phones to my assistant director, who is not an audio person. Two  minutes later, I connected the FlashMic to the computer, downloaded the  'ring-ring' sound files, and dropped them into the timeline. The FlashMic saved 
the production, literally."

The FlashMic had all the elements that Evans required for his  high-pressure shoot. It was simple to use and completely self-contained, with no  wires to trip on or connections to misconnect. It recorded high-quality sound  that dropped into the timeline as discrete files. "It was easy, fast, and beautiful," Evans concluded. "No other production tool on the market  is as much fun or as revolutionary as the HHB FlashMic."

Editor¹s information:

Founded in 1976, HHB Communications is Europe's leading supplier of professional audio equipment to the broadcast sector, post production facilities, recording studios, film and TV sound recordists, and industrial
 and education establishments. HHB has also established an international reputation as a manufacturer of innovative professional audio technology and recording media, distributed by partner companies in more than 40 countries and relied upon daily by audio professionals around the world. Through its specialist division Scrub, based in London¹s Soho, HHB serves the equipment needs of the film and TV post-production community while another specialist division, Source, operates as the exclusive UK distributor for many of the world¹s leading manufacturers of audio recording products, supplying  the UK market via a network of specialist retailers.
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